


organize research papers and to create timelines. She
said the classroom teachers often use it to introduce a
concept. “Inspiration gives students such an amazing
view of the subject. It's a nice alternative to using
traditional presentation software,” she said.

Working with Seder on the centennial project was Lisa
Reidy, the social studies teacher to Cathedral’s middle
school students. “It was an interesting project from
every standpoint,” she said. “The students just took off
with it, and my role was to coach them as they went
along, to help them see what was important.”

Reidy’s students worked in groups, each looking for
one significant event in a particular decade, such as
the invention of the

lot of mature answers—that they learned so much and
that they did it for their school. | loved what they had
to say.”

Seder pointed out that a unique aspect of the
centennial project was its inclusion of all the students
in the school. While the older students created the
Inspiration project documenting historical events,
Cathedral School’s younger students joined in the
festivities, too, making centennial art projects. “It was
exciting to bring everyone together and work on
something as a school,” she said. Added Reidy, “The
students liked seeing what the other grades were
doing and being part of something bigger”

Reidy said the

automobile, the
Treaty of Versailles
or the onset of
World War I.“A lot

of these events are
things that adults
take for granted that
everyone knows, but
they were new to the
students. Now they
have an overview,”
she said.

Reidy found the
project a valuable
way to teach
students how to
conduct a research

students had

much pride in their
work throughout
the process and
excitement that the
end result would be
on the school web
site for all to see—for
their families, school
alumni, church
parish members
and others in the
community. “l told
them it shows
people how far
we've come with
technology in our
school,” she said.

project, as well as
an opportunity for
writing practice.”l
can get a lot more
out of them with Inspiration because they love the
technology,” she said. Students appreciate the ability
to add elements to their Inspiration projects such as
audio, video, pictures, diagrams and presentations, she
noted. “The students learn how to organize and put
everything together so it makes sense.”

When her students completed their sections of the
centennial project, Reidy went into Inspiration and
checked their work—and was impressed with what she
saw, she said. She had asked them for feedback about
how they felt about their projects, too.“They gave me a

Inspiration®s Symbol Library provided Cathedral School middle school students with
visual ways to represent historical world facts from the 1970s.

When the project
was complete,

Seder entered it in
Inspiration Software’s Inspired Visual Learning Awards.
Out of more than 200 entries from around the world,
the Cathedral School centennial project was selected
for one of three Gold Star Awards, the award program'’s
highest level of recognition. “The students were already
so excited about the project,” said Reidy, “and winning
the award was the icing on the cake”

To see the students’ centennial project, go to www.
cathedral-school.net/centennialproject/default.htm.
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