


The survey included questions about numerous aspects 
of food service, including types of cuisine and portion 
sizes, as well as the accommodations in the cafeteria. 
Would students prefer to hear music, and if so, what 
kind? In addition, with a school remodel right around 
the corner, Norfar’s students even included questions 
about the color and configuration of the cafeteria.

Students school-wide had the opportunity to take the 
survey during English class. With 240 valid responses 
received, Norfar’s students set out to analyze the data. 
“They were so happy they could go into InspireData 
to tabulate,” she said. She had previously assigned her 
students an exercise in analyzing data manually “so they 
would appreciate how technology can help them with 
this task, and they certainly did.”

Using InspireData, the class built Venn diagrams and 
saw which groups overlapped in their choices. They 
analyzed data in tables, bar graphs and pie graphs and 
broke down responses by gender. Norfar designated 
class time on Tuesdays and Thursdays to analyze data 
as a group, “and these were their favorite times of the 
week,” she said.

“Students really got into the updates and graphs. I 
helped them figure out the right way to click, and they 
took it and ran. This was the highlight of the entire 
project to me: getting students to understand and 
use technology to analyze data for themselves and by 
themselves,” said Norfar.

As a self-described “tech junkie,” Norfar regularly uses 
blogs, movies, podcasts, “nings” (online platforms for 

creating social websites and networks) and “wikis” (Web 
pages that anyone can edit) in her class projects. On 
the cafeteria-food project, she created a “collaboration 
center” on the Internet—one where students could find 
answers to their questions and participate in online 
discussions about the project. There, they could find 
examples of any of the components in their project, 
such as a business proposal or a type of graph, or see 
the grading rubrics for each piece of the project. She 
also kept a blog, where she posted updates and video 
images of some of her students working on the project. 

Research outside of their school was part of the project 
as well. Students investigated what other districts were 
serving, compared food costs and studied nutrition. 
Sampling healthy foods relevant to the cultures of the 
student population was also part of their research. 
Students tasted fried tofu, edamame, guacamole, 
brown rice and tabouli. And, they interviewed the 
school cafeteria manager and principal. “They even 
considered bringing in catering or building a garden at 
school,” said Norfar. 

Before the project was even complete, the cafeteria 
manager was asking for data, so Norfar shared the 
InspireData graphs of the responses. Shortly after that, 
students began seeing a cafeteria menu that was more 
closely aligned with their tastes. “This was great news,” 
said Norfar. “The students actually got to see that what 
they do can make a difference.”

After the students completed their research and 
analyzed their data in InspireData, they used their 
conclusions to create a proposal for their school’s 
new cafeteria menu. That recommendation is now in 
administrators’ hands. 

Norfar plans to embark on similar projects next 
school year, because she has seen great value in using 
InspireData to engage students in understanding how 
to collect and analyze data in various ways. 

“My students use a whole lot of interesting tools 
when they come to my class, but there are only a few 
products they are excited about, and InspireData is 
definitely one of them,” said Norfar. “InspireData really 
allows them to manipulate and analyze data. I love it. I 
think every teacher should use it.”
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Creating different plots using InspireData made it 
easy for Norfar’s students to interpret information 
and draw conclusions.


