
Diagramming test material proves to be
better method of helping students
memorize and recall information
Students at Pope John Paul II, a preschool through
eighth grade school in Citrus County, Florida, are
clamoring to use Inspiration to help them study for
tests. The results of a recent social studies test
proved that visual learning techniques helped the
students remember information better than just
reading the chapter. Plus, they had a
great time working as a team to learn
new information.

In October 2002, students in eighth
grade social studies were having
trouble concentrating on their work.
The students’ lack of motivation
prompted their teacher to assign them
an entire chapter to read and study; a
test over the material would follow the
next day. School principal Lou
Whitaker heard about the students’
assignment and decided it would be
a great opportunity to help them use
Inspiration to study for their test. She
asked the eighth graders to read the
social studies chapter and then bring
their textbooks to the computer lab the
following day.

Inspiration in a one-computer classroom
Using a computer connected to a television
screen, Whitaker led the students in a discussion
of their social studies chapter. Together, they
worked in Inspiration to determine the main idea
and then place subtopics and supporting details
into their diagram. “They were very engaged,”
recalls Whitaker. “The students were able to teach
other students and help each other learn. They
really enjoyed working with Inspiration.”

The students ran out of time with only half of the
chapter mapped out, so they did a quick review
of the Inspiration diagram they had created and
left to take the test. The next day, Whitaker asked
the students how they had done on the test. “Oh,
Mrs. Whitaker, we all got C’s!” said the students.

Surprised by the average scores, Whitaker
investigated further and found that the students had
earned A’s on the first half of the test and F’s on the
second half. They knew all the answers from the
part of the chapter that was diagrammed in
Inspiration. “They could see the diagram in their
minds and remember the connections between the
information,” says Whitaker. “But when they came
to questions from the last half of the chapter, they
couldn’t recall what they had read.”

Whitaker wanted to find out how the eighth
graders felt about the study method, so she gave
them a survey asking questions about Inspiration.
Survey results showed that 73 percent of the
students said that using Inspiration to review
chapter material helped them a great deal, and
86 percent felt they would have done better on
the test if they had used Inspiration to review the
entire chapter.

Search for brain-based technology tools
leads to Inspiration
The dramatic results from the students’ test didn’t
really surprise Whitaker. She’s been recommending
Inspiration in presentations and workshops since
1999, while doing research for a presentation on
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In less than two hours Lou Whitaker learned how to use Inspiration
and built this diagram on neurons for a presentation.
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Thank you to everyone 
who applied for Inspiration
Software's fifth annual
Inspired Teacher
Scholarships for Visual
Learning. We received a
record-breaking number of
applications from all over
the world. 

On March 28, 2003
Inspiration Software will
award 30 scholarships in
the amount of $750 each
to educators who champion
visual learning and
technology. 

Stay tuned to
www.inspiration.com to
apply for next year’s
contest. 

Best of luck to everyone 
who entered!

Inspired sites!

Scholarship 
Update
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Visit the Inspiration Software 
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upcoming conferences. See
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ASCD
Association for Supervision 

and Curriculum Development 
March 8-10 

San Francisco, CA 
Booth #1847 

MACUL
Michigan Association for

Computer Related Technology
Users In Learning

March 13-14 • Detroit, MI 
Booth #636 

MICCA
Maryland Educators 

Technology Conference
March 19-20 • Baltimore, MD 

Booth #320 

NCCE
Northwest Council for 
Computer Education 

April 23-25 • Portland, OR 
Booth #421 

Spring CUE
CA Computer Using Educators 

May 8-10 • Anaheim, CA
Booth #342

NECC 2003
National Educational Computing

Conference 
June 30–July 2 • Seattle, WA

Booth #712 
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Visit these great web sites to find downloadable templates,
cross-curricular examples, video clips, and more.

www.oswego.org/staff/cchamber/inspire/
This site created by Cathleen Chamberlain of Oswego School District,
NY, contains scores of Kidspiration and Inspiration examples in all
curricular areas, plus links to many other inspired web resources.

www.globalclassroom.org/together/kidspiration.html
Download Pre-K through third grade Kidspiration activity templates in
language arts, reading, and math, all created by www-wizard, Patti
Weeg of Delmar Elementary School, Delmar, MD. Browse the Global
Classroom web site to see other student-created Kidspiration projects.

schools.portnet.k12.ny.us/~kids/teachers/Inspiration/index.htm
Check out this web site created by Regina McLean of Port Washington
Schools, NY. In addition to a variety of Inspiration diagrams submitted by
teachers in the district, the site also contains a summary of research on
visual tools, plus other resources.

teach.fcps.net/talk/apps.asp?appsName=Inspiration
Download Inspiration lesson plans and templates for a variety of grade
levels and subject areas at the Technology Assisting Literacy Activities
(TALK) web site published by Fayette County Public Schools, KY.

etc.usf.edu/nsa/work/mw1035.htm
Browse through the No Strings Attached web site featuring standards-
based lesson plans that include Kidspiration and Inspiration, many with
downloadable templates, and several with video clips showing students
using Kidspiration. No Strings Attached is a web site produced by the
Florida Center for Instructional Technology, College of Education,
University of South Florida, and the Pinellas County School District under
a grant from the Florida Department of Education.

Does your inspired web site belong here? If you have
Kidspiration or Inspiration projects that you want to share,
please let us know.  
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brain-based education. In less than two hours she
had explored the program and built a diagram to
demonstrate a part of the brain. Whitaker was
impressed with Inspiration—not only how
appropriate it was for brain-based education, but
also how easy it was to learn and use. In fact, she
decided to include Inspiration in her presentation,
demonstrating how to use the software as a tool to
enhance learning. “I'm sure the reason I received
such great evaluations was because of
Inspiration,” laughs Whitaker.

In her Kidspiration and Inspiration presentations,
Whitaker often asks for a show of hands to find
out who is currently using the software. As hands
go up, she asks for feedback on the programs.
“I’ve never heard a negative comment,” says

Whitaker. “Educators say that once their teachers
get comfortable with it, the students love it, and
the key is just practice.”

Whitaker hopes to get her sixth through eighth
grade teachers up and running with Inspiration
during the remainder of the 2003 school year.
Thanks to the spontaneous “action research”
performed earlier in the year, she has confidence
in the benefits of using Inspiration to help students
learn to study and take notes. 

Whitaker relates, “What’s great about Inspiration
is that it can be used as a teaching tool no matter
what subject area you teach—science, social
studies, math—it hits them all. If teachers have
sequential thinkers in their classroom, they can give
them an outline. For the visual thinkers they can
give them a diagram. The program meets
everyone’s needs.”

Inspiration and teamwork, cont.
continued from page 1
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Graphical organizing program supports
New York education standards, helping
students learn to organize and plan for
writing

Fourth grade students in Leah Floriano’s classroom
at Iroquois Intermediate School in Elma, New
York, use Kidspiration to build writing skills.
Brainstorming and webbing activities help students
visualize their ideas and get organized before they
start the writing process. The result is better writing.
Plus, Kidspiration helps Floriano align her
curriculum to meet district and state standards. 

Meeting standards with Kidspiration
Floriano was introduced to Kidspiration and
Inspiration in a technology course as part of her
master of education program. She immediately
saw Kidspiration’s value for her students. Standards
in the Iroquois Central School District call for the
use of graphical organizers to help students learn
to process, analyze, and organize information.
Before discovering Kidspiration, Floriano’s students
used paper and pencil to create webs and
graphical organizers—a time-consuming and
tedious process—but necessary to teach students
about planning and organizing for writing. 

During a student’s fourth grade year, the first round
of state tests in language arts, math, and science
are administered. Students are required to write
essays for the English Language Arts (ELA) tests,
which are partially evaluated on organization,
clarity, and the presence of key story elements.
“Pre-writing activities in Kidspiration are definitely a
great preparation for the ELA test,” says Floriano.

Students enter Floriano’s classroom from third
grade knowing how to write sentences and
paragraphs, but they have not yet mastered the
skills needed to develop an entire story with a
beginning, middle, and end. Floriano soon found
that creating webs and other graphical organizers
in Kidspiration helped students learn how to
incorporate and organize all the elements of a
story before they began their writing. 

Taking a chance with Kidspiration
In her first year teaching fourth grade, Floriano
was anxious to make a good impression with an
upcoming lesson that her principal, Donna Eno,

would observe. Although she
had never used tested
Kidspiration with her students,
Floriano decided to put the
visual learning program to the
test during the observation. 

In preparation for the class,
Floriano created a Kidspiration
web with an overview of a
story the class had recently
read. On the day of the
observation, she read the story
to the class, showed them the
diagram, and explained how
she created it in Kidspiration.
Students gathered around the
computer as Floriano
demonstrated how to use
Kidspiration and showed
students some of the symbols in
the library. To help them

understand the steps of creating a graphical
organizer, Floriano did a "talk-aloud," talking the
students through the thinking process of creating a
diagram in Kidspiration. She solicited suggestions
from the students, and the class worked together to
create a new web with details from a story they
had recently read.

After a break, students returned to the classroom to
take turns working individually with Kidspiration on
the classroom’s five computers. They created
graphical organizers about themselves, illustrating
their interests and describing their lives. Then
students used the webs they had created to give
them ideas for the introductory letters they were
writing to their pen pals in Virginia. “Students love
using the computer, but this was their first
experience using it for anything other than
educational games,” states Floriano. “They had a
great time using Kidspiration, and thought of it as
fun, not work.”  

KidspirationTM boosts writing skills

Leah Floriano’s fourth grade students create Kidspiration diagrams to
brainstorm and organize their thoughts before they start to write. 
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In the end, the students’ projects were a huge
success. Not only had Floriano introduced her
students to a new way of organizing their thoughts
and ideas, but she had made a positive
impression on Principal Eno during the process.
“Floriano has done an excellent job of integrating
technology into her instructional program,” says

Eno. “She has aligned the curriculum to meet the
New York State Standards with technology as an
integral tool.”

Floriano recognizes the power of visual learning to
help students who learn best visually. “I am a
visual learner, and there must be visual learners in
my classroom as well,” she says. “Kidspiration is a
technology tool that children can use successfully
and enjoy using at the same time. I can’t imagine
teaching without it.”

Build the bones of a
web site by seamlessly
converting Inspiration
diagrams into HTML
with the new Site
Skeleton export.
Students can brainstorm
and plan a web site in
Inspiration and then export their diagrams as HTML,
including a clickable site map. 

To use the Site Skeleton export:
1. Create a diagram to plan your web site. Each

symbol should represent a page in your site. Links
in your diagram indicate hyperlinks on your web
pages. Use single direction arrows to hyperlink in
one direction; use two-headed arrows to
hyperlink back and forth between pages.

2. On the File menu, choose Export as HTML. The
Export to HTML dialog box appears.

3. Under Start Pages, choose the Site Skeleton
option.

4. Click Save. The Save As dialog box appears.
5. Navigate to the folder where you want to save

the HTML file.
6. Enter a name for the HTML file. Inspiration

automatically uses your main idea as the name
and assigns the appropriate file extension.

7. Click Save.

The diagram is saved as a set of hyperlinked HTML
files, ready to be finished using an HTML authoring
tool.

To help educators better
understand the benefits of using
visual learning as a teaching
tool, Inspiration Software has
recently published a white paper
entitled The Foundations and
Educational Applications of
Visual Learning. 

It provides a theoretical
background on why visual
learning enhances achievement,
documents research that supports
the implementation of visual
learning methodologies, and
gives an overview of the benefits
of using Kidspiration and
Inspiration as tools to implement
visual learning. Download a
copy of the white paper at
www.inspiration.com/research.

7412 SWBeaverton Hillsdale Hwy
Suite 102

Portland, OR 97225-2167 USA

www.inspiration.com

Looking for
research about
visual learning?

Writing skills, cont.
continued from page 3
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Inspiration 7: Site SkeletonTM export
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